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AUNG SAN SUU KYI 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.53 pm]: This week in Burma, Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi faced 
trial for breaching the conditions of her home detention. As a pro-democracy campaigner and the leader of the 
opposition National League for Democracy party, she has spent more than 11 of the past 19 years in some form 
of detention under Burma�s military regime. The term of this detention was due to expire shortly. The latest 
charge is the military junta�s desperate attempt to justify an extension of that detention, and arose after a United 
States� national was arrested for swimming across a lake and breaking into her compound, although the man had 
apparently not been invited to visit. Earlier this year, the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 
found that Aung San Suu Kyi�s house arrest was a violation of international law and of Burma�s national laws. 
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has described the Burmese trial of Aung San Suu Kyi as outrageous and 
said that the junta�s treatment of the democracy leader will render the country�s planned elections next year 
illegitimate. All Western Australians, not only those from the Burmese diaspora, are angry and appalled by the 
military�s treatment of Aung San Suu Kyi and its obvious aim to hold her in detention for longer without cause. I 
am heartened that the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Stephen Smith, a Western Australian, and his shadow 
minister, Julie Bishop, who is also a Western Australian, are in fierce agreement in condemning the regime on 
our behalf. It is my fervent hope that they will continue to work cooperatively to spearhead the introduction of 
targeted economic and trade sanctions against members of the junta, their families and business associates and 
state enterprises, and to extend the current financial sanctions and visa bans.  
 


